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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY CENTRE 


STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT, NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


JUDGED BY THE PROGRESS libraries are making in New Zea- 
land it would seem as if the rocket age has arrived! Just 
twelve months ago NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES devoted an 
issue of the Bulletin to a decennial survey of libraries since 
the publication of the Carnegie Corporation Report. In 
that issue I was able, not without pardonable satisfaction, 
I admit, to record some forward steps we had taken. I had 
also to admit where we had fallen short of our hopes and 
desires. These shortcomings were most noticeable in our 
plans for the National Library, but it was noted that a Plan- 
ning Committee had been set up at the Annual General 
Meeting held early in 1944. 

The Planning Committee—which was divided into sec- 
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tions for special studies—reported in due course, and its re- 
commendations on the regional development of libraries, 
the establishment of a Library School and the creation of a 
National Library Centre, were approved by Conference at the 
meeting held in February at Wanganui. Thereafter the 
proposals were submitted to the Government which speedily 
endorsed the recommendation for the Library School, which 
will commence its academic year in 1946, and an announce- 
ment has now been made that the National Library Centre 
has also been approved. 4 

The speed with which the Association’s development 
plans have been accepted by the Government is extremely 
satisfactory to members who feel, I am sure, that ten years 
of hard work have been crowned with merited recognition. 
But I am free to admit that the success of the project almost 
leaves one breathless. So much has happened in so short a 
time. However, the capacity of our Association has shown 
in these years for digesting large projects and looking for 
more to swallow, justifies me in believing that the latest in- 
stalment of our plans will soon be landmarks only in our 
greater progress. 

It will take time, of course, to work out the details of 
our latest projects. None of the three will be easy jobs. 
Regional planning will entail many problems, and adjust- 
ments and try-outs will be necessary. From these a tech- 
nique may be evolved for general adoption, but I for one 
hope that there will be sufficient elasticity to allow of a 
wide range of methods to be considered and even variety of 
practice to meet local conditions. 

The Library School will likewise take some time to settle 
down. Indeed I hope that it will not settle down too 
rapidly. Here again experiment in method and technique 
will all be to the good of the future of the School and 
library training in general. In our tight litle country we 
shall need a school particularly suited to our peculiar con- 
ditions. I hope that in our own way we may be able to 
originate methods which suit ourselves and may contribute 
something of interest to library school administrative theory. 

I think that we can already claim that we are carrying 
out pioneer work in the National Library Centre, for some 
of the sections which it will operate are already in being 
—New Zealand Book Resources, for example. I do not 
know of anything comparable to this elsewhere, and I hope 
that this spirit of originality will continue to be its keynote. 
I think it will, for the very fact that such a Centre has come 
before the creation of a National Library itself is nothing 
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if not original, and shows an appreciation of the conditions 
of the times. Although bricks and mortar are not available 
for the time being and may not be available for a consider- 
able time, the important bibliographical tasks which a Na- 
tional Library should undertake will go on. In addition 
to strengthening the Dominion’s book resources, the Union 
Catalogues of books, periodicals and serials can be carried 
on more successfully and adequately than heretofore. Other 
projects such as the co-ordinating of Government and De- 
partmental libraries can be worked out, and, by means of 
seconded personnel, jobs which might have proved endless 
may be carried with comparative speed. 

In discussing the National Library centre there may be 
a tendency to overlook the work of the original unit out of 
which the National Centre has developed—the Country 
Library Service. This would be a great mistake, for most 
of the projects which have already been mentioned saw their 
beginning at the C.L.S. It is surely obvious that if these 
schemes are going to be dealt with as they deserve to be 
they require space and scope for their development. Even so 
the Country Library Service is still an integral of the Na- 
tional Library Centre, destined to fill a most important part 
in the national library economy. In the chart illustratin 
the Planning Committee’s report shown at Wanganui 
(which, by the way, I recommend should be reproduced in 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES) the C.L.S. occupies a large section. 
In addition to its work with the smaller libraries of the 
Dominion and its place in the regional scheme, it has a 
large field to work in in the schools, hospitals, prisons, the 
islands (? Pacific) and in the armed forces, which I presume 
will mean the permanent forces now that World War II is 
concluded. 

The adoption of the National Library project is a great 
occasion, and one in which the Association is entitled to feel 
the greatest satisfaction. It is however, more than a purely 
professional event. Its ramifications and implications have 
significance extending throughout the whole field of educa- 
tion in the Dominion. 

To all those who have served on the Planning Com- 
mittee and others who have contributed help I offer the 
thanks and congratulations of the Association. 


JOHN BARR. 





WELLINGTON BRANCH 


The Wellington Branch at its two-monthly meetings 
through the year, has carried out its programme of consid- 
ering various aspects of the making of a book. In July 
Mr H. H. Tombs gave a talk on illustrations, particularly 
on colour printing, describing various methods and bringing 
along for exhibition a considerable amount of material to 
illustrate the subject. He showed examples of various pro- 
cesses, both hand and machine production, in monochrome 
and in colour, lino-cuts, copper-plate etching, colour printing, 
etc. His talk roused considerable interest and afterwards 
members had an opportunity of examining the exhibits he 
had brought. 

In September the speaker was Mr C. R. H. Taylor, who 
had for his subject ‘“ The binding of books.” Mr Taylor 
is himself a practical bookbinder, and had brought along 
books in various stages of binding to illustrate his points. 
He emphasised the necessity for good work in binding— 
careful sewing, and the use of linen thread and not cotton, 
and so on. 


At this meeting the draft programme for Conference was 
also discussed, and one or two suggestions made, and a reso- 
lution was passed congratulating Miss Fleming and Miss 
Norrie, both members of the Branch, on being chosen by 
the N.Z. Library Association for study trips to the United 
States. 

Earlier in the year a special meeting of the Wellington 
Branch was called at the instance of Mr W. L. Robertson to 
consider the question of the Branch conducting a survey of 
the public library situation in the Wellington Metropolitan 
area with a view to preparing a case for a change-over to 
a free public library service. There was some opposition 
to this, on the ground that the Association included repre- 
sentatives of local bodies as well as librarians, such action 
might jeopardise the harmonious relations existing within 
the Association, and that in any case it was probable that 
under Rule 49 (1) of the Association the Branch had no 
power to take action of this kind. This rule states that a 
Branch shall not take any action, other than by recommen- 
dation to Council, which affects the other Branches, the Sec- 
tions, the general conduct of the Association, or the external 
relations of the Association. It was therefore decided that 
the matter be referred to Council, with a request for advice 
as to how action should be taken. 

At the September meeting of the Branch a reply from 
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Council was put before the members. It stated that under 
the terms of Rule 49 (1) the Legislation Committee was of 
opinion that such action should not be taken other than by 
recommendation to Council. The letter was received, 
nobody moving that any further action be taken. 


FROM THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 


CONFERENCE: A list of hotel accommodation in Auck- 
land is being distributed with this issue of the bulletin 
Hotel accommodation is very difficult to obtain, and 
members and delegates are advised to reserve rooms as soon 
as possible. 


REMITS AND NOTICES OF MOTION: In accordance 
with the Rules, Remits and Notices of Motion must be 
received by the Secretary not later than December 25 or 
they will be too late to be placed on the order papers for 
Conference and the Annual Meeting. 


N.Z.L.A. BULLETIN COMMITTEE 


Report to Standing Executive Committee 18/10/45. 


The Committee has considered the question of issuing a 
journal or other medium of information for school fib. 
rarians, refererd to it by the Standing Executive Committee. 
It is proposed that a series of articles be commissioned for 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES Of a kind likely to be helpful to 
(a) school libraries and (b) small libraries. The kind of 
topics to be dealt with would be:— 


(i) Relating the clipping file to school projects. 

(ii) How to build up a vertical file. 

(il1) Sources of inexpensive discussion material. 

(iv) School versus classroom libraries: arguments for and 
against. 


The Convener of the Schools’ Section, Miss E. F. Turner, 
will be asked for suggestions of other topics likely to be of 
interest. 


G. L. GABITES, 
Convener. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
HOSPITAL LIBRARIES 
August 1945 


(1) Survey 

On behalf of the Committee the Secretary N.Z.L.A. wrote 
to 44 Hospital Boards and received replies from 27; of 
these -_ 2 had arranged regular staffing and finance for 
a hospita oe service and 12 others report some service 
on a voluntary basis. 


(2) Statistics* 
The average number of beds occupied ‘7 day in public 
hospitals is 9378. There are 143 hospitals. 
Beds available: 
6,940 general 
1,329 children’s cots 
868 maternity 
1,321 tuberculosis 
1,153 infectious 





11,611 Total beds available. 





(3). Supply of books 

Local authorities cannot be expected to provide wholly 
for the needs of local hospital libraries since many of the 
patients may well come from outside the rating area and 
the only fair way of drawing money from local bodies would 
be through the Hospital Boards which are financed on a 
pro rata basis by local authorities. This would vest owner- 
ship of the books in Hospital Boards and add to the present 
confusion of authorities administering library service. The 
alternative and simpler way out would appear to be to vest 
ownership of stock in the national library service and for 
the finance to be provided through the national library ser- 
vice and administered on a regional basis. 


(4) Staffing 

Librarianship in hospitals does not exist in New Zealand 
in the sense in which it is known overseas, and it would 
be desirable if first one librarian could be trained in hos- 
pital library service overseas and later return to train others 








* Latest figures available from the 1944 N.Z. Official Year Book for 
the year 1941-42. 
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in the Library School recently established in Wellington. 
One specially trained beeupieal librarian is needed to be 
responsible for this work in each library region and wher- 
ever there are district depots within regions district hospital 
librarians should be responsible for the service within the 
area covered by the depot and would work in close contact 
with the regional hospital librarians. All staffing should be 
seconded to regions and districts by the national service. 
In the main centres full time staffing will be needed as well 
as the administrative hospital librarian, but in smaller 
centres voluntary assistance should be invited from the Red 
Cross Society. 


(5) Administration 


It is recommended that a standing Committee of the New 
Zealand Library Association should be established and that 
by invitation one member of this committee should invari- 
ably be nominated by the Red Cross Society, also that reg- 
ional sub-committees of the Hospital Library Committee 
should be established in the same way as the regional book 
resources committees are planned and that on these commit- 
tees the Red Cross Society should also be represented. It 
is recommended that the national librarian should be ex- 
officio a member of the standing Commitee on Hospital 
Libraries and that the regional librarian should be ex officio 
a member of the regional Hospital Library Committee. In 
every small centre where there is a hospital a sub-committee 
consisting of the local librarian and Red Cross Society re- 
presentatives should be set up for the purpose of co-opera- 
tively running the hospital library with the advice and as- 
sistance of the district hospital librarian who would provide 
books and the request service and direction in technical 
matters. 


(6) Request Service 


Active request service is needed for hospital libraries, and 
the question of service to tubercular patients has been taken 
up with the Health Department. It is hoped that a reply 
will be attached to this report. 


A. G. W. DUNNINHAM, Convener. 








N. Z. L.A. CONFERENCE 
1946 PROGRAMME 


TUESDAY, 5th FEBRUARY 1946 


2.30 p.m. Seminars: — 

Cataloguers. 

Children’s librarians. 

Country and Branch librarians. 
30 p.m. Council meeting. 
p-m. Civic Reception. 





lo 28 Se) 


WEDNESDAY, 6th FEBRUARY, 1946 
8.45 a.m. Introductions and late registrations. 
9.30-10 a.m. Presidential address. 
10-10.30 a.m. Interval. 


10.30 a.m. Conference. Remits and questions. 
2 p.m. Archives and local history in New Zealand. 
3.30 p.m. Sight-seeing tour. 


7.30 p.m. (i) New Zealand literature and reviewing. 
(ii) Government departmental public relations 
and _ publications. 
(iii) The state as a publisher of books and 
periodicals. 


THURSDAY, 7th FEBRUARY, 1946 
9-10.45 a.m. Readers and Reading: Books. 

(a) Current demand: how it is created, 
how it is met. 

(b) Replacement buying including re- 
placement of fiction. 

(c) Reviewing and the responsibility for 
creating demand for current and past 
publications. 

11 a.m. Annual Meeting and election of officers. 
2-3.30 p.m. Readers and Reading: Periodicals. 

(a) The reprinting of representative 
periodical articles in New Zealand. 

(b) Need for reference copies of period- 
icals and their exploitation. 


(c) Digests. 
4-5 p.m. Music library service. 
8 p.m. Library buildings . 





FRIDAY, 8th FEBRUARY, 1946 
Council and Committee meetings. 
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N. Z. L. A. COMMITTEE, TECHNICAL 
AND COMMERCIAL LIBRARY 
SERVICE 











THIRD DRAFT for submission to Council by postal ballot 
October 15, 1945 





The New Zealand Library Association is of the opinion 
that in co-operation with the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, Department of Industries and Com- 
merce, and other departments, the library service which has 
been being given to business and to industry can be 
strengthened. At present there is little regular co-ordina- 
tion between the work of scientific departmental libraries 
and the national centre and public libraries in the field. 
There is a range of information appearing in overseas 
journals and technical works which should when required 
be amplified by departments in terms of New Zealand con- 
ditions. This in part is being done bY the Departments 
now, but the information is not available through the 
public library system. The public library system is how- 
ever making available the range of overseas journals and 
technical publications mentioned above, and it would be 
convenient if this could now be done in public libraries by 
officers conversant with the work of departments and in 
touch with the output of departmental publications. 


It is therefore recommended that the National Library 
Service should appoint at headquarters a Specialist in 
Science and Technology whose responsibility will be to 
develop and maintain liaison with government departments 
and librarians, to supervise bibliographical projects includ- 
ing the coverage project for books and serials within the 
field of science and technology. He should recommend 
secondment of staff to Departments to complete biblio- 
graphical projects such as Union List of Serials and develop 
within the Schools’ Section a service to technical colleges. 


In the field it is desirable that technical librarians should 
he seconded first to the H.Q. of the 4 main regions and later 
to the H.Q. of library districts. The responsibilities of 
Regional technical librarians should be contact with busi- 
ness and industry in the field and close liaison with lib- 
rarians, supervision of regional bibliographical projects in 
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science and technology, the regional coverage project for 
books, services and serials, e.g., the following services should 
be available at some point within each Region: Agricultural 
index, Engineering index, Industrial Arts index, Chemical 
Abstracts, etc., responsibility for the development of re- 
gional service to technical schools, and when required 
should recommend to the Regional librarian the Second- 
ment of technical librarians to district centres within the 
Region. 

Conference. It may be necessary for conferences to be 
held in Wellington between the HQ technical librarians and 
later between the Regional technical librarians and District 
technical librarians. 


Recommendation. 


That one headquarters technical librarian and four Re- 
gional technical librarians be appointed. It is essential that 
the HQ technical librarian should be a person with several 
years’ experience in research, and although the four Re- 
gional technical librarians need not be similarly qualified 
it is desirable that they should have had research experi- 
ence. The secondment of regional technical librarians be 
made to public libraries wherever possible. That the 
appointee at the centre should be offered not less than £640 
per year and the appointees in regions £590, and that they 
should be included in the professional library course com- 
mencing in February at the Library School next year. 


STANDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF COUNCIL 


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD AT THE 
COUNTRY LIBRARY SERVICE ON 
THURSDAY 18 OCTOBER 1945, 
AT 4 p.m. 


Present: J]. Norrie (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. W. 
Dunningham, W. A. Lindsay, M. P. Parsons, C. S. Perry, 
G. H. Scholefield, C. R. H. Taylor, and the Secretary. 


Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 13 Septem- 
ber 1945, were taken as read, and confirmed. 


Appointment of Hon. Assistant Secretary: Mr. W. A. Lind- 
say was appointed Hon. Assistant Secretary to fill the 
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yr casual vacancy caused by Miss Fleming's resignation. 





- Conference Programme: Comments from Branches and 
1 from the President on the draft programme of the 1946 
< conference were very fully considered, and a final pro- 
d gramme was _ approved. The matter of arrang- 
d- ing for speakers was left to the office of the 
nl Association. It was agreed that, although confer- 
ence should be limited to two days in terms of 
™ Council's decision, advantage should be taken of the fact 
a that many delegates would arrive in Auckland on Tuesday 
“ morning. Therefore provision was made for seminars on 
Tuesday afternoon for the discussion of professional lib- 

rary topics. 
D. N. White’s Manuscript: Draft proposals covering the 
e- proposed publication of Mrs White’s manuscript on chil- 
at dren’s books were approved, and it was agreed that in co- 
ral operation with the New Zealand Council for Educational 
.e- Research 1,000 copies should be printed, the retail price 
ed of the book to be 10s 6d. The Hon. Secretary stated that 
tl it was doubtful if the book could appear until May 1946. 
a Journal for School Librarians: A report from the Bulletin 
40 Committee, dated 18 October 1945, was adopted, and the 
sey recommendation approved. It was resolved also that re- 
—.. prints of suitable articles should be obtained for distribu- 


tion. 


Fiction Committee: A letter, dated 5 October, concernin 
censorship by the Customs of a recently published book 
was received from the convener of the Fiction Committee. 
It was decided to wait for a full report from the commit- 
tee before taking any further action. 


td 


Library Bindery: The Hon. Secretary reported that a con- 
ference had been arranged with representatives of the Re- 
habilitation Department, Department of Industries and 
Commerce and Wellington Public Libraries to discuss 
ways and means of having library binding done. En- 

; quiries were being made about the machinery which 
W. would be necessary for such a bindery, and further dis- 
cussions would be held. It had been suggested by the 
representative of the Rehabilitation Department that a 
em- deputation from the Association should approach the 
Director of Rehabilitation to raise with him the question 
of staffing. A deputation consisting of G. T. Alley, J. 
Norrie, C. R. H. Taylor and Mr Thomas of the Printing 
the Trades Union was appointed to do this. 
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Rehabilitation and Professional Library Training: A letter 
dated 24 September, 1945, was received from the Director 
of Rehabilitation, stating that eligible ex-servicemen and 
women would be granted facilities for taking a degree 
course at the university, the amount of assistance provided 
depending upon the length and nature of the applicant's 
service. The letter was referred to the Training Commit- 
tee and the Director of the Library School. 


Consultative Committee on Pre-School Services: A letter 
dated 10 October 1945, was received from the Secretary 
of the Pre-school services committee, inviting a statement 
of the Association's views on the need for further educa- 
tional services for children below school age, with special 
reference to the financing of such services and the train- 
ing of personnel. The matter was referred to the Plan- 
ning Committee: School and Children’s Libraries for a 
draft statement to be submitted to the Council for 
approval. 


Importation of Magazines: Mr Taylor drew attention to a 
report of a meeting of the New Zealand Publishers’ As- 
sociation at which the inferior quality of published mat- 
erial imported into New Zealand had been deplored. The 
Hon. Secretary and Mr Taylor were asked to report fur- 
ther on the matter and were authorised to associate them- 
selves with the New Zealand Publishers’ Association if 
they considered this advisable. They were asked to re- 
port to the next meeting of the Standing Executive Com- 
mittee on the matter. 


STANDING COMMITTEE ON SALARIES. 
CONDITIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS 


THE CONVENER OF THE above Committee reports that so far 
only 30 per cent of completed questionnaires have been for- 
warded to him. As a good deal of work will have to be 
done on the returns after they have been received, and the 
Committee wishes to report in February, it would be appre- 


ciated if returns could be sent in to the address noted on the 


printed forms as early as possible. 
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NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT 
AWARDS FOR 1945 





By Mary Frankish, Country Library Service. 





THE NEW ZEALAND Library Association offers an award, to 
be called the Esther Glen Award, of a medal suitably in- 
scribed, for the best children’s book published between Ist 
July in each year and 30th June in the year following. It 
is being given in the hope that some really distinguished 
contribution to New Zealand literature will be forthcoming 
but the award will not be made if there is no work of suf- 
ficient merit. This year the award will be announced 
during Book Week November 11-17. There is an enor- 
mous scope for writers of good children’s books—a field 
barely explored except in United States of America. Mrs 
White has stated, “ The Association in making the Award 
will consider the book needs of the country. New Zealand 
is not in need of imitation “ Peter Rabbits”’ or of Fairies 
at the bottom of the garden, if those fairies are what Puck 
calls, ‘ Little buzzflies with butterfly wings and gauze petti- 
coats, although a new and carefully prepared edition of 
Maori folk tales would fill a gap.’ Still better would be a 
story of colonial life written with vigour, humour and real- 
ism as would appeal to New Zealand children and would 
bear comparison with Fnglish and United States books of a 
similar kind; merely to scatter New Zealand words through- 
out does not produce a good book, nor give any atmosphere 
of New Zealand life which would probably present the most 
likely background for stories by New Tealend writers. 


The United States has made the greatest advances in the 
production, presentation and standard of its children’s 
books and each year hundreds of well written and _illus- 
trated books are available. To foster this there are two 
American awards. The Newbery Award, named after the 
Fnglish publisher of children’s books in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, is awarded for the most distinguished contribution 
to American literature for children, written during the year 
just elapsed by an author who is a citizen or resident of the 
United States. There are no limitations as to the character 
of the book except that it be original work, or if traditional 
in origin, new to children’s literature and the result of indi- 
vidual research, the retelling and reinterpretation being the 
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writer's own. The unanimous vote of the Newbery Com- 
mittee is necessary if the work of a previous recipient of the 
medal is to be considered. The Caldecott Medal named 
after Randolph Caldecott English illustrator of children’s 
books in the last century, is awarded for the * most dis- 
tinguished American picture book for children chosen from 
those first published in the United States during the previ- 
ous year. The artist must be a citizen or resident. pic- 
ture book within the purpose of this award should be the 
creation of the artist, the product of his initiative and imagi- 
nation. The text of the volume need not be written by the 
artist, but must be worthy of the book.’ These two awards 
are greatly sought after and bring distinction to the author 
or illustrator. 


This year the Newbery Medal has been given to Robert 
Lawson's book, ‘ Rabbit Hill’—the fantasy wrapped about 
the animal life he had observed in his own garden. His 
wife has said, ‘To analyse his writing is another matter. 
That peculiar art of mingling fact with fantasy and making 
people believe it, is beyond analysis. That he has achieved 
it seems, now, beyond all question.’ This is born out, too, 
by the reaction of children to this book where rabbits, moles, 
field mice, skunk and squirrels are pictured with human 
characterisations and ways of life. Father Rabbit is a real 
Southern Gentleman who is always referring to the glories 
of his youth, ‘I always enjoy a run to hounds. Brought up 
on it you know, waydown in the Bluegrass Country—’. As 
usual someone stems his tide of recollections. Mother is a 
‘ worrier '—firstly over the scarcity of food, then over the 
possible fate of her family, while little George, the youngest 
of the family, is a fine young rabbit sensible yet athe to get 
into trouble on occasions. * Rabbit Hill’ concerns the ad- 
vent of new tenants to the Big House which means food in 
plenty for the inhabitants of Rabbit Hill, as well as a 
number of adventures which result from the arrival of Mr 
and Mrs Muldoon. More than anything else the humour 
and fine characterisation of each of the animals appeals to 
children, while there is enough gusto and probability about 
the story to make it feasible. It is very reminiscent of * The 
Wind in the Willows’ and quite as good. The folk at the 
Big House are too kind in their treatment of intruders in 
their garden—Robert Lawson says he, himself, takes a spade 
to the moles which when captured he releases along the road 
where they will invade an obnoxious neighbour's garden. 
Yet this ideal state of affairs does not seem to worry the 
youthful reader, he is happy to know ‘there is enough for 
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all.’ The illustrations, also by Robert Lawson, are an in- 
tegral part of the story for the alert, almost human expres- 
sions on their faces give added reality to the story. 

‘ Prayer for a child, is a poem by Rachel Field, written for 
her daughter, Hannah and published in 1942. It has been 
awarded the Caldecott Medal when republished in 1944 
with illustrations by Elizabeth Orton Jones. The illustra- 
tions, depicting things for which a child gives thanks, are 
simple, homely and easily recognisable by very young chil- 
dren, yet do not lack life and vigour. Agnostics or athe- 
ists will not appreciate the sentiments of this poem but all 
others of whatever creed or religion can scarcely disapprove 
of this simple and sincere word of thanks. It certainly by 
word and picture gives reasons why an American, or for 
that matter, New Zealand child should be happy. 

In England there is also an award for the best children’s 
book, the Carnegie Medal instituted in 1937, but as yet in- 
adequately publicised. English children’s books have been 
sorely hampered by war conditions but names such as 
Arthur Ransome, Noel Streatfeild and Eve Garnett are 
worthy of note. Doubtless now the war is over English pub- 
lishers and writers will ably compete with their friends 
across the Atlantic. 

New Zealand too, must enter this field of literature in 
which as E. Graham says in the Junior bookshelf, ‘ truth 
and integrity are all important, and pictures of real life vital 
in all the infinite variety of human experience, domestic, and 
scientific, universal as well as local; a phase also in which we 
shall not lose sight of the important lessons in philosophy 
and human understanding which are implicit in all true 
fairy tales.’ é 


UNITED THROUGH WHAT BOOKS 
AND WHOSE CHILDREN’S 
BOOK WEEK? 


NOVEMBER 11-17 1945. 


WHEN CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK ends on November 17 we 
want to see how far we have come since last November. 
Holding a Children’s Book Week in New Zealand is a 
public apology for someone’s guilty conscience. In America, 
this Book Week will be ‘celebrated’ because the books are 
available in quantity, and attention can be turned to the 
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problem of selection and of course, buying; but in borrow- 
ing America’s slogan ‘ United through books’ we are imme- 
diately uncomfortably aware that it may sound rather pre- 
tentious. There are not enough children’s books in New 
Zealand. In fact, as several librarians dispiritedly reminded 
us, some public libraries have no children’s section. 

Some publicity must be given to children’s books but the 
question is how seriously we can adopt a ‘ United through 
books’ theme at this stage, and what, in holding a Chil- 
dren’s Book Week do we really expect to achieve. Like 
the first, this second book week is an experiment. It may 
be regarded with disapproval, but not with disinterest— 
especially from those whose business it is to make books 
available to people. It has been said that a quiet revolu- 
tion is being conducted with children’s books and good 
books are steadily made available in schools and in libraries. 
Now is a good opportunity for librarians, parents and 
teachers to arrive at some conclusion critically as to the fit- 
ness of the books children are reading, and to learn, them- 
selves, to discriminate between the worth-while and the 
wastepaper. ‘ United through books’ is an honest attempt 
to help children to learn fairly and thoughtfully about the 
eople and literature of other countries. Children’s Book 
Week will help to keep our move for good books at an intel- 
ligent and critical level. The proper interest in the lib- 
rary will stop Children’s Book Week from becoming a suc- 
cessful and impurely commercial caption. 

The Central Committee has attempted through circular 
letters, to interest libraries in Children’s Book Week, to 
keep them informed of arrangements for publicity, and to 
give them some idea of the aims of the week. The real suc- 
cess of the week will depend upon the efforts of the libra- 
rians to prepare their districts for the national publicity 
over the radio and in the newspapers. On Monday 12 at 
7 p.m. the Right Honourable the Prime Minister, as Patron 
of the New Zealand Library Association will make an open- 
ing address over the National Stations. Miss Mary Parsons, 
Director of the United States Information Library, will 
speak from 2YA on Tuesday at 10.25 a.m. Mr G. T. Alley, 
Director of the National Library Service, will speak on a 
national link-up at 7 p.m. on Wednesday. 


Children’s Sessions are being arranged by the National 
and Commercial Broadcasting Services. Radio programmes 
should therefore fit into local, active arrangements. 

Articles will be appearing in most newspapers and several 
weekly magazines. 
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